Epstein-Barr virus--a possible missing link in the initiation of cervical carcinogenesis?
Salient epidemiological and molecular biological features of Epstein-Barr virus (EBV) infection correlate well with the natural history of carcinoma of the cervix. It is therefore hypothesised that the incorporation of EBV into the genome of cervical epithelial cells at an early age (teens) could be an important early event in cervical carcinogenesis.